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QUALITY DIGITAL LEARNING PROGRAM AVAILABLE TO CHARTER SCHOOLS
Comprehensive library of online course available at great savings to public charter schools  
Florida – Today’s administrators have to meet the needs – and demands – of their students while balancing a tighter than even budget.  To help public charter schools successfully provide quality learning programs and keep a balanced budget, the Florida Consortium of Public Charter School (FCPCS) has launched the Florida Digital Learning Network.
Through a unique partnership with the National Network of Digital Learning, a SACS-accredited online learning network, FCPCS now offers charter schools a broad selection of state-approved online courses for students in grades 5-11 through the Florida Digital Learning Network.    
“Online courses give charter schools the opportunity to expand their instructional scope and capacity through high-quality digital learning, while also creating a more personalize learning environment for students,” explains Robert Haag, President, FCPCS.  “The Florida Digital Learning Network has the added advantage of being quite affordable.  This allows charter schools to stretch their education dollar while meeting the needs of students as well as state educational requirements.”  

Online course offerings through the Florida Digital Learning Network can be used to resolve challenging class scheduling conflicts as well as course recovery for students who have failed a core curriculum class, and meet the new state requirement for high school students to complete an online course.  There are also educational options for students who are homebound or hospitalized, and essential tutoring courses for ESE, ESL and even FCAT prep. This program is particularly useful for charter schools that want to offer a small group of students advanced courses -- for example, STEM-focus and high level math – but were previously unable to because of budgetary restrictions.   
For more than 14 years, public charter schools have been a vital part of Florida’s public education system – growing from 5 campuses in 1997 to more than 400 in 2011.  In order for charter schools to continue to be a quality education option, they must implement blended learning models – offering both online and on site learning opportunities.  The Florida Digital Learning Network will help charter schools take an important step in that direction.
Founded in 1999, the Florida Consortium of Public Charter Schools (FCPCS) is a 501(c) charter school support organization with a membership of 350 charter schools and three school districts in the State of Florida. Since its inception, FCPCS has acted to promote the establishment of high quality public charter schools within the state through the development and implementation of focused statewide activities.  
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